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of Jackson

Local Law No. 2 of the year 20 24

enacting a temporary meratorium on approvals of utility scale solar energy facilities, wind

(Insert Title)
generated energy fagilities and alternative energy facilities within the Town of Jackson.

A local law

Be it enacted by the 1°Wn Board of the
{Name of Legis/ative Body)

[JCounty [City [X]Town | [ Village

{Select ona:)

of Jackson as follows:
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{Complete the certification
st

1. (Final adoption by locai legislative bg
| hereby certify that the local law annexed h

the (County)(City ¥TSwnRVillage) of Jacksd

y

in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and
rike out that which is not applicable.)

dy only.}

Town Board

(Name of Legislative Body}
provisions of law.

2,
Chief Executive Officer®.)
i hereby certify that the local law annexed h

ereto, desighated as local law No.

ereto, designated as local law No. 2 of 2024 of
n was duly passed by the
on August 7 2024 | in accordance with the applicable

(Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval by the Elective

of 20 of

the (County){City}{Town){Village} of

was duly passed by the

on 20 . and was (approved)({not approved}

(Name of Legislative Body)
(repassed after disapproval) by the

and was deemed duly adopted

{Elective
on 20|:|:|, in accords|
3. (Final adoption by referendum.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hg
the {County}{City}{Town)(Village) of

ereto, designated as local law No.

Chief Executive Officer®}

nce w ith the applicable provisions of law.

of 20 of

was duly passed by the

oh , and was (approved){not approved})

20

(Name of Legislative Body)

on 20

{repassed after disapproval) by the
(Elective

Such local law was submitted to the people by
vote of a majority of the qualified electors vot
20

4.
| hereby certify that the local law annexed he

the (County¥City)}(Town)(Village) of

Chief Executive Officer*)

y reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the affirmative

ng thereon at the {general}{special}{annual) election held on

, in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

(Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting referendum.)

of 20
was duly passed by the

eto, designated as local law No. of

on 20 , and was (approved){not approved)

(Name of Legislative Body)
(repassed after disapproval) by the

on 20 . Such local

{Elective (
law was subject to permissive referendum an
20

d no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of

hief Executive Officer*}

. in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or incly
be none, the chairperson of the county legislativ
vested with the power to approve or veto local |3

des the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis or, if there
& body, the mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where such officer is
ws or ordinances.
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5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.)

I hereby certify that the local faw annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of

the City of

having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of section (36)(37) of

the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting

thereon at the (special){general) election hel

6. (County local law concerning adoptio
| hereby certify that the local law annexed he
the County of Statg
November 20 , pursuant
received the affirmative vote of a majority of {
qualified electors of the towns of said county

{If any other authorized form of final adopt

| further certify that | have compared the preq
correct transcript therefrom and of the whole
paragraph ,1 above.

(Seal)

DOS-0239-f-| {Rev. 04/14)

on 20 , became operative.

n of Charter.)
reto, designated as local law No. of 20 of

of New York, having been submitted to the electors at the General Election of

to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having
he qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and a majority of the
considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative.

ion has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.)
eding local law with the original on,file in this office and that the same is a
of such original local law, afd wag finally adopted in the manner indicated in

legidlative body, City, Town or Village Clerk or

Clerk of the cduniy
i i by local legislative body
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Local Law No. Z of 2024

Local Law Enacting a Temporary Moratorium on Approvals of Utility

Scale Solar Ene
and Alternatiy

Section 1. Title:

This Local Law shall be refetre

rgy Facilities, Wind Generated Energy Facilities
re Energy Facilities within the Town of Jackson

d to as the “Local L.aw Enacting a Temporary Moratorium on

Approvals of Utility Scale Solar Energy Facilities, Wind Generated Energy Facilities and

Alternative Energy Facilities w
Section 2. Statutory Authorit]

This Local Law is adopted purs
Jackson pursuant to Municipal
control land use, and to protect
Jackson by enacting a six (6) m
relating to the siting, developm
energy facilities, wind generate

Section 3. Legislative Findin

ithin the Town of Jackson.”
¥, Purpose and Intent:

uant to the authority vested in the Town Board of the Town of
Home Rule Law §10 of the State of New York to regulate and
the health, safety and welfare of its residents of the Town of
onth moratorium on the approval of any and all applications
ent, construction, establishment, or creation of utility scale solar
d enerpy facilities and alternative energy facilities.

S:

A. The Town of Jackson Town Board hereby finds that without a temporary moratorium on
the processing, permitting and approval of utility scale solar energy facilities, wind
generated energy facilitjes and alternative energy facilities, there is a potential that such
uses could be located in unsuitable areas within the Town and/or on particular parcels of
land without adequate dimensional regulations in place, without adequately considering
the visual effects of such uses, and without adequately considering the continuity of
agricultural lands and lands located within scenic views in the Town. The potential for

the unsuitable location
materially adverse impa
its residents.

existing ordinances, loc
utility scale solar energy
facilities so that suitable
size, and configuration ¢
existing rural, agricultus

The Town Board passed
Law to Permit Utility S
need of revision based ¢
changes in solar technol
configurations. It is the

f and lack of proper regulations for such uses would have
cts on the Town and on the general health, safety and welfare of

The Town Board recognizes and finds that time is required to review and examine its

al laws and land use regulations with respect to the impact of

y facilities, wind generated energy facilities and alternative energy
legislation can be drafted and adopted to control the location,

of such uses so as to harmoniously integrate such uses with the

ral and scenic landscape of the Town.

| a solar energy Town Law in April of 2023 entitled “A Local
cale Solar Energy Facilities™ which the Town Board finds is in
n changes in industry guidance and guidelines, as well as
ogy, solar energy facility concepts and solar energy facility
Town Board’s intention to have this moratorium apply to the




current legislation and prohibit the issuing of any permits for the siting, development,
construction, establishment, or creation of utility scale solar energy facilities, wind
generated energy facilities and alternative energy facilities.

The Town Board further finds and determines that it requires the six (6) month
moratorium period imposed herein in order to carefully review the existing Town Laws
as they apply to such uses and to complete the enactment and/or amendment to Town
Laws, schedule and hold the required public hearings, either on amendments to existing
Local Laws or the enactment of new Local Laws, perform the appropriate environmental
reviews thereof, comply with applicable provisions of law, adopt the Local Law(s), and
file the same with the Secretary of State of the Statc of New York.

For the foregoing reasons, the Town Board finds that the temporary moratorium
legislation is both advisable and necessary for a reasonable and defined period of time in
order to adopt and/or amend Town Laws, thus protecting and furthering the public
interest, health and safety of the residents of the Town of Jackson.

Section 4. Body, Temporary Moratorium and Prohibitions:

A,

Commencing July 1, 2024, and during the term of the moratorium, or any extension
thereof, no new application for a permit, variance, subdivision, site plan approval, or
other Town approval of any nature shall be accepted, processed, entertained, approved,
approved conditionally, nor shall any permit or approval be issued by any board,
employee, official or agent of the Town of Jackson for the siting, development,
construction, establishment, or creation of utility scale solar energy facilities, wind
generated energy facilities and alternative energy facilities.

Commencing July 1, 2024, and during the term of the moratorium, or any extension
thercof, no person shall use, cause, or permit to be used, any land, body of water,
building, or other structure for any utility scale solar energy facilities, wind generated
energy facilities and alternative energy facilities.

This moratorium and the prohibitions set forth herein shall be in effect immediately
upon its adoption and subsequent filing with the Secretary of State and shall expire
pursuant to its terms herein, or on the effective date of a Town Board resolution
affirmatively stating that the Town Board has determined that the need for this
moratorium and the prohibitions set forth herein are no longer necessary or required.

This moratorium and the prohibitions set forth herein shall apply to all real property
located within the Town of Jackson and all land use applications for the siting,
development, construction, establishment, or creation of utility scale solar energy
facilities, wind generated energy facilitics and alternative energy facilities.

Under no circumstances shall the failure of the Town Board, Town Planning Board or
other official of the Town of Jackson to take action upon any new applications for a
permit, variance, subdivision, site plan approval, building permit or other Town



approval, of any kind ¢
construction, establishi

generated energy faciliti

default or an approval b

applications.
This moratorium and th
solar energy facilities,
for which approvals an
any completed applicat
creation of utility scalg
alternative energy facili
The term of this morat
s$ix (6) months from th
the moratorium for twg

<
-

r nature, in connection with the siting, development,
ment, or creation of utility scale solar energy facilities, wind

ies and alternative energy facilities constitute an approval by
y virtue of the expiration of time to respond to any such

¢ prohibitions set forth herein shall not apply to: i) utility scale

wind generated energy facilities and alternative energy facilities
d/or permits were issued by the Town prior to July 1, 2024, or ii)
ion for the siting, development, construction, establishment, or

solar energy facilities, wind generated encrgy facilities and
ties submitted to the Town prior to July 1, 2024.

prium and the prohibitions set forth herein shall be for a period of

effective date, with the Town Board being permitted to extend

» additional six (6) month periods if determined as appropriate by

resolution of the Town Board.

purposes of this Local Law the following terms shall have the
below:

Section 5. Definitions: For the
meanings respectively set forth

A. UTILITY SCALE SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY - A solar photovoltaic collection
device and equipment that uses solar radiation to generate energy where the facility
produces energy that is predominately sold for off-site use into the grid pursuant to an
interconnection agreement with a public electrical distribution, e.g, National Grid, where
the nameplate capacity pf the solar system is | megawatt or greater. A USSEF isalsoa

Commercial Solar Facility under the Site Plan Review Law.

. WIND GENERATED

NERGY FACILITY -- One or more wind turbine or similar

devices that captures and converts wind energy into electricity where the facility
produces energy that is predominately sold for off-site use into the grid pursuant to an
interconnection agreement with a public electrical distribution, e.g. National Grid.
Wind Generated Energy Facility includes, but is not limited to: wind towers; wind

turbines; distribution, ¢
foundations; towers; po
interconnection or switd
facilities; overhead and
and telecommunications
erosion control facilities
buildings; wind monitox

]

. ALTERNATIVE ENER
from a renewable energ
limited to: geothermal ¢
facility produces energy
to an interconnection ag

b

y source, other than wind or solar, and which includes, but is not
nergy, hydrogen technology, renewable natural gas, where the

llection and feeder lines; wires and cables; conduit; footings;
es; crossarms; guy lines and anchors; substations;
hing facilities; circuit breakers and transformers; energy storage

underground control; communications and radio relay systems

equipment; monitoring and recording equipment and fagcilities;
; utility lines and installations; generation tie lines; ancillary
ing stations; and accessory equipment and structures.

GY FACILITY — Any system or device that generates electricity

that is predominately sold for off-site use into the grid pursuant
reement with a public electrical distribution, e.g. National Grid.



D. COMPLETED APPLICATION — An application which complies with “SECTION FIVE:
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS” of Local Law 3 of 2023, Utility Scale Solar Energy
Facilities Law Town of Jackson.

Section 6. Penalties:

A. Failure to comply with any of the provisions of this Local Law shall be an unclassified
misdemeanor as contemplated by Article 10 and Section 80.05 of the New York Penal
Law, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punishable by a fine of not more than One
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) or imprisonment for not more than ten (10)
days, or both, for the first offense. Any subsequent offense within a three-month period
shall be punishablc by a fine of not more than Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars
(82,500.00) or imprisonment for a period of not more than 30 days, or both. For the
purpose of this paragraph, each day that a violation of this Local Law exists shall
constitute a separate and distinct offense.

B. Compliance with this Local Law may also be compelled, and violations restrained by
order or by injunction of a court of competent jurisdiction, in any action brought on
behalf of the Town by the Town Board.

C. In the event the Town is required to take legal action to enforce this Local Law, the
opposing party shall be responsible for any and all costs incurred by the Town relative
thereto, including attorney’s fees and paralegal’s fees, and such amount shall be
determined and assessed by the court. If such expense is not paid in full within thirty
(30) days from the date it is determine and assessed by the court, such expense shall be
charged to the property(ies) within the Town on which the violation occurred, by
including such expense in the next annual Town tax levy against such property(ies), and
such expense shall be a lien upon such property(ies) until paid.

Section 7. Validity and Severability:

If any provision of this Local Law is determined to be unconstitutional or invalid, the validity
and enforceability of the remainder of the Local Law shall not be affected

Section 8. State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA):
The Town Board has considered the provisions of Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation

Law (“SEQRA”™) and the regulations adopted hereunder at 6 NYCRR part 617 and find this
Local Law to be a Type II Action as defined therein. Therefore, no further review is required

under SEQRA.
Section 9. Effective Date:

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon the filing with the Secretary of State.



